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Essay #2 Expressive Essay - Explaining an Insight

Topic:		explaining an insight into a subject that is familiar to you

Purpose and audience:	The purpose of an informative essay is to present information in an organized and coherent fashion in order to inform the reader of the selected topic.

The purpose of your essay should be clear from the beginning of your essay by way of a thesis statement being included in the Introductory paragraph. 

Your purpose is to tell your readers (inform them) about an insight you want them to gain:

Example 1 – INSIGHT "How writing can reduce stress and anxiety." You would tell your readers how the writing reduces stress and anxiety. 
Example 2 – INSIGHT "Instructions that will guide a person through purchasing a new car."). You will provide your readers with information on how to buy a new car. 
Example 3 – INSIGHT "These helpful tips will triple a person’s dating prowess.") You will inform your readers as to how to date in order to achieve the best return.  

Other possible examples: the dangers of credit cards, the benefits of a healthy diet, raising teenage girls, loving one’s self, caring for a person with cancer, getting an education, the dangers of aggressive driving, etc.

Your essay should contain the following elements:

A clear thesis statement in the introduction, an outline of the topic and the main points that will be  discussed in the body of the essay, and a conclusion.

Any research included must include parenthetical citations for all your quotations, paraphrases, or summaries of another author’s facts and figures, as well as a Works Cited page. 

Problems you want to avoid:
Using another person's work without giving them credit (plagiarism).
Presenting a list of facts rather than organizing material into a coherent essay.
Dealing with too many facts rather than limiting the scope of your paper.

Format:

· Length – 600 – 750 words (approximately three and four typed pages) 
· Use white paper, and do not use a cover sheet.

· The Thesis statement must be underlined, highlighted or bold.
· Use MLA Formatting – (For more information, view the MLA information located under the
COURSE CONTENT link in Canvas) 
-indent/ TAB five spaces at the beginning of each paragraph
-use a 12 point font
-use Times New Roman
-use double spacing
-include in-text citations and a Works Cited page, as the last page of the essay, (if you use any information that must be documented)
- etc.
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Essay 2: Providing Insight on Dating

INDENT (begin paragraph 1) -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Space)
-------(2nd line of paragraph) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Space)
--------------(3rd line of paragraph)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(space)
INDENT (begin paragraph 2) -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Space)
-------(2nd line of paragraph) ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Space)
--------------(3rd line of paragraph)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


__________________________________________________________________________________________


Sources/ Research:
There is no research requirement for this essay. However, in the event that you use any sources, it is imperative that you include in-text citation and a Works Cited page.
The Guide to Plagiarism is attached in your course syllabus. In addition, MLA format will be the documentation style preference for ENG101.
Evaluation: 
You must have a clearly stated and identifiable thesis statement and supporting evidence/ examples in you supporting paragraphs. In addition, an introduction, body (supporting paragraphs), and a conclusion are mandatory. Keep in mind that evidence, facts, examples, observations, and details strengthen your essay. A good response will demonstrate an ability to articulate a clear position on the assigned topic, organize information, sustain a discussion for several paragraphs, develop your premises, support claims with evidence, and express ideas clearly. In the end, having written at least two drafts, you should submit a well written and polished essay.
I will evaluate the content, organization, style/ expression, grammar/ mechanics (including language usage), and punctuation of your essay. In addition, I will pay attention to your having an easily identifiable and clearly stated thesis statement.
Outline Examples for Essay 2:
Number 1
Topic: Writing an essay
Thesis Statement: Writing an essay can be a difficult a task; however, there are several steps a writer can take to help ensure the essay will be an A paper.
Introduction: includes opening and Thesis Statement
Support paragraph 1 – Understanding (1) the actual writing assignment (i.e. the purpose and the audience), (2) the genre (type) of essay being assigned (expressive, informative, etc.), (3) selecting a topic
Support paragraph 2 – Writing an outline that includes the Thesis Statement and three – five main points to support the Thesis Statement (depending on the length requirement of the essay). Here I would also discuss the importance of developing a strong framework (outline) so that your essay will fall into place.
Support paragraph 3 – Writing the actual essay … here I would discuss the importance of developing the Introduction, Support paragraphs, and the concluding paragraph
Support paragraph 4 – Proofread for grammar, punctuation, effective details, ample support of each main point, making sure the details in the support paragraphs are not off topic, the use of transitional words and phrases, organization, professional/ collegiate writing (i.e. not using you or your, we, our, or us), tone, etc.
Concluding paragraph – Brings the essay to a neat and tidy ending
_____________________________________
Number 2
Topic: Purchasing a vehicle
Thesis Statement: There comes a time in most every person’s life where he or she will purchase a vehicle, and taking these steps will ensure that the purchaser has a successful experience.
Introduction: includes opening and Thesis Statement
Support paragraph 1 – decide what type of vehicle; conduct research to become informed about that vehicle i.e. types, price, colors, accessories, etc.
Support paragraph 2 – visit a dealership to test drive the vehicle(s), ask questions, and learn about financing, shop around
Support paragraph 3 – plan, plan, plan-devise a plan to purchase the vehicle i.e. timeline, down payment (and how this money will be saved), any financing (pre-approved loans), improving one’s credit before purchase, a trade-in, etc., consider maintenance for the vehicle, parking (at home and work), consider best time to purchase
Support paragraph 4 – having everything in order, go into the dealership (or wherever) to purchase the vehicle
Concluding paragraph – Brings the essay to a neat and tidy ending
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Number 3
Topic: Finding One’s True Love
Thesis Statement: Many people possess the innate desire to love and to be loved; however, finding one’s true love is a successful pathway to happiness.
Introduction: includes the opening and Thesis Statement (include a definition of “true love”)
Support paragraph 1 – One way to ensure that a person meets his or her true love is not to waste time on people and relationships that are not moving along in a productive manner.
Support paragraph 2 – Another means of finding one’s true love is to love one’s self which will allow the individual’s heart to open up and receive love and attention from another person.
Support paragraph 3 – Moreover, a person should not be desperate and make finding their true love a number one priority because this will lead to either settling on the wrong person and/or constantly being in a state of misery as a result of failing relationships.
Support paragraph 4 – Lastly, a person who wants to meet their true love should let go of some of the “Must Haves” on their list of characteristics that their true love must have such as appearance, money, socialization, employment, etc.
Concluding paragraph – Brings the essay to a neat and tidy ending
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